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SIR, 

A NEW Edition of three little Trads 
which 1 drew up twenty- two years 
ago, at the defire of the late Archbifliop 
Seeker, being now called for, I conceive 
there is a peculiar propriety irt my addrefSng 
them to you, who appear to be aftuated by 
fimilar principles to thofe which dictated 
chem, in your exideavours to ferve that un- 
happy clafs of our fellow-creatures, whofe 
prefent comfort and future felicity were 
the objc<9:s of the fecond and third. 
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Had that excellent prelate lived to receive' 
the latter one, I have no doubt he would 
have prevailed with Government to take 
ibme fteps towards promoting the regula- 
tions I therein propofed ; but neither his 
immediate fucceflbr, nor any of the other 
members of the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, to whom 
copies were delivered, judged the matter, I 
prefume, of fufficient importance to take up 
the coniideration of it ; and I had the mor- 
tification to find the rulers of the State 
were as little dilpofed to be adive on the 
poor Negroes' account, as the governors of 
the Church; although when I came into 
office, I prefented a copy to each of them ; 
but I very much doubt if any of them ever 
took the pains to read it : for I have always 
found Minifters of State as careful to avoid 
trouble, as the Minifters of the Gofpel are 
earneft in their prayers, for Peace m their 
time. 

The mode you purfued was therefore, 
I am well peffuaded, the only one which 
could have forced the confideration of the 
futgect upon either ; and you have not 
only fucceeded in engaging them both, 

but 
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but the Oppofition alfo, and the whde tia- 
tion in a good degree, in behalf of the 
wretched defcendants of Ham. 

The ground upon which the inquiry 
Was adopted does all the parties the greateft 
credit : for what could be more honourabl6 
for the reprefentatives of a ccMiimercial peo- 
ple than the declaration, that whatever trade 
was not honeft in ks principle ought not to 
be purfued, however lucrative it might be in 
its produce? 

What inftance of <kferenceto that funda« 
mental maxim of all jurifprudence, Fiaf 
Jujiitia mat Cte/umj did ever the leaders of 
Adnainiftrations or of Oppofition s give equal 
to the facrifice of a trade, which takes off 
:too,ooal. value of their country manufac- 
turer ? Of colonies that confumed to the 
amount of i,20o,oooL more, and that fur* 
nifhed the means of extradling a revenue of 
1,500,000!. to the fingle confideration of its 
injuftice ? Or when did the landed and monied 
interefts in the Houfe of Commons fo cheer- 
fully unite in depriving the ftockholders of 
fo large a part of their fecurity, as an in- 
come of 1,500,0001. per annum, and in 
laying the foundation of an additional three 
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fhillings in the pound land tax to make good, 
the deficiency in the public revenue, which 
it was probable might be the confequence 
qF this facrifice to juftice and humanity ? 

I am aware that other motives than thoff 
which I have aiiigned, have been imputed 
to the a£lors in this philanthropic fcene, and 
that fanaticifm and t^ie popularity of the 
meafure are fuppofed to have had the great- 
/eft influence over them : but furely, whea 
men are a^fting in dire6t and palpable conr 
tradition to their public and private inte- 
refts, it is unfair not to allow them to be 
sftuated by the confcientious motives they 
avow. But however much I appro^jie the 
principle and applaud the difinterefted be- 
nevolence of the meafure, 1 do not wifli to 
fee fo much philanthropy exerted at fo great 
an expence to the public, if the fame good 
can be done in a manner lefs injurious to 
the trade and finances of the kingdom ; and 
it is to fuggeft fome ideas of that nature 
that I have folicited your attention, as I fin- 
cerely believe you have undertaken this bu- 
finefs with the pureft and moft upright in- 
tentions, and will be well pleafed to fee any 
.means pointed out by which the temporal 
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and l{)iritual welfare of the negroes may be 
promoted and fecured at a lefs expence than 
the total abolition of the African trade, and 
tlie dereli<ftion of the Weft-India Colonies;* 
As the negroes, whoever was their pro- 
genitor> muft be dlowed to be the creatures 
of the fame Creator with the whites, I can- 
not fuppofe but that they are equally his 
care, and entitled to the fame immortality 
and falvation ; and if that be fo, it is furely 
the duty of all Chriftians, as ftates, Socie- 
ties, and individuals, to endeavour to in- 
ftruft them in the knowledge and will of 
their Creator ; for to know his will, and to 
obey it, muft ever be the primary, if not 
the fble object of attention with immortal 
beings, and upon that principle ought every 
political fociety to be founded, and by it 
ought the propriety of every political infti- 
tution or regulation to be tried* I will not, 

* I have purpofely avoided the application of the 
term ilave to the negroes in our Colonies, as that 
term in common acceptation means fuch as have no 
legal rights, but are at the abfolute will and difpofal 
of their owner or mailer ; whereas the planter has 
neither property in, or power over the negroe, but 
fach as the laws of the Colony give him. 
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however, proceed to annalize the Britift 
conftitution upon this principle, left I (hould 
be led to anticipate what I intend to be the 
(vtb^ed: of a future publicatioq. 

The firft queftion, therefore, which I 
conceive we ought to put to ourfelves, is, 
what are the beft and moft probable means 
of inftrufting the Africans in the knowledge 
and will df their Creator ? And the next, 
how thofe means ihay be employed, fo a& 
to promote their temporal advantage in con« 
currence with their fpiritual welfare ? 

It is fome ages fince the people of Eng- 
land became acquainted with the peninfuU 
of Africa, and many years fince our govern- 
ment have made cftablifhments upon its 
Wcftern coaft. If, then, we inquire what 
has our catholic ftate, our triumphant churchy 
or our Chriftian people done towards in- 
ftru<5ling the ignorant and favage Africans 
in the knowledge and will of our common 
Creator, we (hall find, that the fum total 
of our endeavours will be no more than 
the bringing a fingle young negroe from 
Cape Coaft, and educating him iri England 
at the expence of the Society for: propaga- 
tion of the Gofpel, ordaining and fending 
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him back to his relations as a miilionarjr^ 
with a falary of 50I. per ami. of which there 
is concributed by the Biihops alone the fum 
of 5I. r 7s. which is equal to 4s. 6d. each^ 
towards the inftruftion and falvation of the 
whole people of Africa. Yet, fmall as this 
fum is, it is all the money more than either 
the Briti(h Government or the Eaft India 
Company contributes to the inftruftion of the 
20 millions of Afiatics, from whom the for- 
mer derives a rent-charge of 400,0001. and 
thrice that fum in duties ; and the latter 
extrafts a revenue of 4 or 5 millions. Now 
can it be imagined, that the excellent pre- 
lates who have governed our church ever 
lince our fettlements took place on the coaft 
of Africa, would have made no greater ef» 
fi)rts for the falvation of the natives, if they 
had not been fully perfuaded, it was im- 
prafticable to give them any religious in- 
ftruftion in their own country? I have, 
therefore, the unanimous teftimony of all 
the governors of our church for two cen- 
turies, to fupport my opinion, that the firft 
ftep to be taken towards the inftruftion of 
the Africans is, to tranlport them out of 
their country. 

b T<J 



To carry away fudh as are will jhg to go, 
cannot, I conceive, be liable to aiiyrpbj^c- 
tion, efpecially as the Britifh GoveaicaeQt 
has long permitted its own na^turalrborn 
white fubjefts to be inveigled away in large 
numbers to America, without ^my pretence 
of their better iiiftru^ion in religioti, or 
that they cannot be properly taught the 
knowledge and will of their Creator in 
their own countryi. I (hall, therefore, take 
it for granted^ that to remove fuch of the 
natives of Africa to the Britifh Colonies (a$ 
are willing to go) with a view to their 
better ilfftrudion in the Divine Will, with-* 
out prejudice to their temporal welfare, is 
not only licit but laudable. The next in- 
quiry, then, muft fee^, whether any ftate or 
perfons can acquire fuch a right over any 
iodividual, as to remove him out of hisna* 
tive country into auothpr,. without his own 
ponfent ? 

Here I Ihould find it neceflary to enter 
into a long difcuffion of the rights of men, 
if Mr, Burke had not, fortunately for me, 
and moft happily for the public, precluded 
all farther inveftigation of the fubjeft, by 
expofing the abfurdity of founding the laws 
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of ibciety upon the fuppofed natural eqtii^ 
lity of man, when the very end and pur- 
pofe of focicty is tocounteraft the natural 
inequality of men, an inequality which the 
Creator ordained, as' it ihould feem, for the 
>^ery purpole of forcing them into Ibciety, 
the condition for which they were created 
and adapted.* How far, therefore, a man 
can, and does fubfcribe his individual rights 
into the fociety of which he becomes a 
member, fhall be the only objeO: of my in- 
quiry. That no man can give to another a 
right to exercife a power over him which he 
has not over himfelf, is an aphoriiin which I 
take the liberty to deny, upon the ground 
of the pradlice of all ftates there ever ex- 
ifted, for although no man can difpofe of his 
own life, he can give the ftate he becomes 

* The variety of the human face is to me a ftrong 
proof of the care of the Creator to remove any im*' 
pediment to men's living in fociety which a fimila- 
rity of countenance would certainly have been, and 
when the fmallnefs of the features and the circumfe- 
rence of the face are confidcred, it is moft wonderful 
that no two are to be found in the whole of the ex- 
rfting fpecies fo exaftly alike as not to be diftin- 
guiflied frpm each other. 
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a fubjeft of a right to take it away ; at 
leafl all ftates have afiumed fuch a power, 
and if they did not, they could not exift : 
nor is another aphorifm, that no man can be 
bound to a fbciety to which he has never 
given his confent, more true in fad, as in 
every State the condition of the child is de- 
cided before he is born, and if he were to 
attempt to alter it, he would in many cafels 
be feverely puiiiihed for his prefumption. 
Indeed, no Government could fubfift, if it 
were optional in every individual of its mem- 
bers to diiiblve or withdraw from it ; all Go- 
vernments have therefore wifely determined 
by their pra£fcice, that the parent (hall con- 
trad for the child, and nothing but the ge- 
neral inclination of the people, or the opc- 
fation of force which pre-fuppofes that in- 
clination, can juftify difbbedience to what- 
ever Government a man lives under the pro- 
teAion of; and we need not go to the defpo- 
tic ftates of Africa for examples, as our own 
happy free country will fumifti them abun* 
dantly : you. Sir, well know, thit when a 
former takes a leafe for three lives, he ge- 
nerally puts in the lives of two of his chil- 
dren with his own ; and you alfb know,^ 

that 
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that upon the death of the father, the chil- 
dren become anfwerable for the rent. Now 
let us drop our partiality to our own dear 
country and its liberty for a rnoment, and 
/confider what is truly implied in this tranf- 
adion. 

In a fair bargain it is fuppofed that the 
farmer, by the induftry of himfelf and fa* 
mily, and the employment of his property, 
can draw out of the ground a produce equal 
to three times the rent he pays for it ; that 
is, in other words, he agrees to work for 
,his landlord two days in every week, on 
condition of his permitting him to occupy 
a certain portion of his ground ; and from 
the labour of the other four, he is to pro- 
cure food and raiment for himfelf and all 
his family ; and all cafualties of ficknefs or 
bad weather, and other misfortunes, are to 
be placed to the account of his own four 
days, for his landlord muft have his two 
whatever befal him. It is true, in cafe he 
chufes to be idle, his landlord has not the 
power to drive him into the field with a 
cow Ikin or cart whip, but he can do what 
is far more fevere, he can fhut him up for 
life in a cold prifon. The option, then, 
that the farmer has in this land of liberty, 
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is to work or to rot in a gaol ; and this 
very condition he has the right of entailing 
upon his Ions, for the fons cannot get rid 
of the leafe while they live, nor bfe dif- 
charged ftom the obligation of paying the 
rent, unlefs their landlord difcharges them, 
that is, gives them their freedom, or they 
find a fubftitute, which the landlord will 
accept in their ftead. Now is it fo niuch 
greater a hard (hip upon the African, to be 
obliged to v^ork the fix days for a landlord, 
who not only furnifhes him with the land, 
but finds him and his children in habitations^ 
food, and cloaths, and takes care of them in 
ficknefs and old age, as weU as in their in- 
fancy ? or does the difference of the punifh- 
ment which attends upon the idlenefs of 
either, argue any difference in the right cf 
inflifting it ? It is the laws of the country 
which authorifes both kinds, and to thofe 
laws whites and blacks are equally bound 
to fubmit. What is the cafe of a free-born 
Englifh failor, forced into a fervice to which 
he never confented ? Is he not flogged if he 
refufes to do the duty required of him ? And 
are notour paupers in our workhoufes punifli- 
cd if they refufe to do fuch work as is judged 
by the overfeers fuitable to their flrength ? 

And 
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And upon what ground is it juftified, but 
that of the power of the ftate over all its . 
fubjefts. 

I have been an owner of negroes in Ame- 
rica, and I am [a landholder in Wales, and 
I folemnly declare, were my Welch cot- 
tagers to offer themfelves and their chil- 
dren to me upon the feme footing as I held 
my negroes, and the laws permitted it, I 
would not accept them. The cottager I 
neither feed nor cloath, much lefs his wife 
and children. — (I am not novi^ talking of what 
humanity or charity might didtate, but what 
the laws of England require and allow.) — 
I pay him wages only when he works, and 
in ficknefs and bad weather he is no charge 
upon me ; and when he is old and paft his 
labour, I turn him over to his parifh, and 
fo get rid of him ; whereas, if he were upon 
the footing of my negroes, I muft lodge, 
maintain, and cloath him and his family, 
in ficknefe and in health, foul days as well 
as fair, and take equal care of him in his old 
age as in his youth. 

The difference, then, between the free- 
born Englifhman and the negroe feems to 
be this, that the one is compelled to labour 
while he is able by the pinching of hunger, 

the 
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the (hivcring of cold, or the horrors of a gacJ]; 
and the other is forced to it when he is well 
fed and clothed, and in found health, by the 
terrors of the cart whip. If we find {o little 
difference between the condition of the pre- 
lent Englilh cottagers ^d the negroes, what 
fliall we lay to the former villains or Haves 
of the feudal lords in this country, or in 
Ruffia or Poland, and the other European 
kingdoms, where the feudal fyftem ftill pre- 
vails, and under which we lee the tenants 
Ibid and transferred with the foil they cul- 
tivate ? The African Princes, indeed, af- 
fume and exercife a ftill more defpotic 
power over their lubjefts than did the 
feudal lords, however they may have come 
by it ; for they put them to deadi in their 
own country, if fuch be their pleafure, or 
fell them to ftrangers out of it. But fuch 
is the conftitution of their governments ; 
and if that gives the princes a right or 
power to fell their fubjefts, I know not 
what Ihould prevent our purchaling them 
upon the principle I firft eftablilhed, viz# 
that we do it with a view to better their 
condition; for that our religion does not 
oppofe it, we have the authority of the ve- 
nerable Society, expreffed in the letter in- 
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ferted in the a^xiaexed Trails, and drawn up 
by Archbifliop Seeker himfelf, though pro- 
bably affiftcd by the prefent excellent Bifhop 
of London, then one of his Grace's chap- 
lains : and the legality of it is fanftioned by 
a variety of afts of Parliament, and the fre-- 
qi^nt grants of puHic money for the pur- 
pofc of carrying it on. 

The only points then to be detertriined 
are, whether the condition of the negroes is 
really bettered by their removal^ or Aether 
it may be made lb ? And here let our mi- 
nifters of ftate and of the golpel take (hamc 
to themfelveg for their moft unpardonable 
negleft of thefe poor creatures.. I did what 
I could to awaken their attention to them, 
but in vain* You have raifed a voice that 
muft be heard ; the nation is irouled, and 
will not be quieted without a reform in our 
conduft towards them ; but have a care that 
your zeal does not outrun difcretion, for 
more mifchief has been done to the beft 
caufe by the interference of zealots, than 
by the indolence of fupine governors. We 
know the condition of' the negroes to be 
moft wretched in their own country — ^what 
means, let us aft ourfelves, are in our power 
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to render it lefs fo ? Is there any praflica- 
ble plan (and our governors both of church 
and ftate feem to think there is not) for 
amending the conftitutions of their govern- 
ments, and of inftruiling them in the know- 
ledge and will of their Creator ? Thefe 
queftions we ought to be able to anfwer 
latisfaftorily to our confciences in the affir^ 
mative, before we prohibit their removal ; 
for if we can devife no means of mending 
their condition in their own country, we are 
bound as men and Chriftians, to affift them 
in removing out of it into one where their 
prefent and future happinefs will be better 
provided for. 

No objedlion, I prefume, would lie againft 
our purchafing the devoted fubjefts of a ty- 
rant in Africa, and fetting them down as 
tenants upon eftates in the Weft Indies, re- 
quiring only a ftated rent in proportion to 
the value of the lands they occupied, at the 
fame time providing for their fpiritual wel- 
fare, by appointing fchoolmafters and mif- 
lionaries to inftruft them in the knowledge 
and will of their Creator. Their removal, 
therefore, is not under all clrcumjlances to be 
prohibited. But the purpofe for which we 
z remove 
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remove them, it is faid, is to make them 
greater flaves to ourfelves than they were to 
their princes : and if this be the faft, that pur- 
pofe ought certainly to be changed, or tj^e re- 
moval totally prohibited ; for I never did or 
can confider it lawful to purchafe an African 
negroe, but with the fincere purpofe of bet- 
tering his condition both here and hereafter, 
and with the full conviftion, that we are 
doing fo. 

Upon this ground, then, let us try the 
caufe, and compare the condition of the 
African negroe in his own country with 
what it is, or may be made^ in the Weft 
Indies. 

That the African governments are def-^ 
potic throughout has been fully proved, 
with very few exceptions, and that their 
princes confider their fubjetts as their ab- 
folute property, and either butcher or fell 
them at their pleafure ; and that thofe 
which are brought to our factories for fale, 
are either prifoners taken in war, criminals, 
or debtors, or the property of the princes 
or great men, bred up for fale, has alfb 
been eftablifhed by uncontrovertible evi- 
dence ; and as to the idle ftories of kidnap- 
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pmg, or carrying off by vioknoe, they have 
been fo fipUy refuted, as to deferve no far- 
ther notice. 

The manner of their tranfportation, and 
their t?reatment on board our Ships, has been 
found very reprehenfible indeed ; and too 
much praife cannot he given to Yon and 
Sir William Dolben for the pains you have 
taken to bring it to light, nor to Mr. Pitt, 
for the expenfive plan * he fo generoufly 
adopted for its prevention and remedy ; and 
I am clearly of opinion, that the removal of 
the African negroes from Africa to the Weft 
Indies, ought to be made in a manner as 
comfortable and falutary, as the removal of 
emigrants from Ireland and Scotland to 
America is rendered by the laws of the 
American States : and I particularly recom- 
mend to your attention, the laft adl palled in 
Pennfylvania for the purpofe, as a model for 
the regulations of the tranfport of the Afri-^ 
can negroes. 

The regulations enjoined by that a£l will, 
indeed, render the tranfport much more ex- 
penfive than it has been ; but that circum- 
ftance ought not to be an objection to your 
adopting them, as it will operate beneficially 

for 
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for the negroes in Africa as well as in the 
Colonies, by obliging the traders to reduce 
the price in Africa, and to raife it in the Co- 
lonies. The cfFed of the one will be, t© 
leflen the temptation to procure flaves by 
\injufl: means, and of the other, to render 
the planters more attentive to the offspring 
of thofe they already poflefs. Indeed the le- 
giflature of Jamaica have by their confoli- 
dated adt pafled in 1788, made fuch provi- 
fions for the temporal advantage of the ne- 
groes, as renders their condition in Jamaica^ 
in that refped: far preferable to what it is ia 
Africa, and I (hould hope that a6l will be 
adopted by all the other Iflands, as far as 
their different circumftances will admit, if it 
be recommended to them by Parliament, in 
a refblution of your committee. 

The rendering their fpiritual condition 
equally preferable, appears to be the only 
remaining objeft of attention ; and here too 
I am happy to be able to refer you to prece- 
dents, though forry am I to fay, that neither 
the governors of our church or ftate have 
furnifhed them, or given the fmalleft degree , 
of fupport to thofe who have. What I 
mean, is, the example of the Unttas fratrum 
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fociety, commonly called Moravians, whd 
have aftually inftru6led, and continue to in- 
flruft, in the knowledge and will of God, 
upwards of 4000 negroes and people of co- 
lour in the Ifland of Antigua alone. Their 
method perfedlly correfponds with that I 
pointed out in the third of thele little trails, 
which I now beg leave to put into your hand ; 
and, indeed, I was fully informed of their 
plan at the time I drew it up, as I had one 
of their Miffionaries refiding upon my plan- 
tation in Georgia, who fpared from his oc- 
cupation of a carpenter, a fufficient portion 
of his time for the inftruftion of my ne- 
groes, and thofe of the neighbouring plan- 
ters, who defired his vifits. 

Such are the only proper Miffionaries to. 
be employed in this work of indifpenfable 
duty, which is fo folemnly bound upon the 
confciences of all our rulers in church and 
ftate, as well as upon the planters, by every 
precept of the Gofpel, that our paft negledt 
renders us unworthy of the name of Chrifti- 
ans I (hall hope, too, that the providing reli- 
gious inftrudtors for the negroes would lead 
our rulers to think a little of the religious 
ftate of the whites in the Colonies, to which 

they 
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they have been to the full as inattentive as 
to that of the negroes. When the lands in 
the ceded Iflands were parcelling out for 
fale, I endeavoured to imprefs the then ad- 
miniftration with fome ideas of the propriety 
of allotting glebe lands in the feveral pa-, 
riflies, into which the French inhabitants 
had divided thofe Iflands ; but neither that, 
nor any other provifion,was made, or has fince 
been made, in any of them by government, for 
the regular fervice of Almighty God; and the 
Ifland of Dominica, which is divided, into 
twelve pariihes, has not a fingle clergyman 
at this day to officiate in any one of them : 
and yet we have the prefumption to call 
ourfelves a Chriftian people, and we bpafl:, 
that our twenty-fix moft learned and excel- 
lent Prelates have feats in the upper Hqufe 
of Parliament, to fuperintend that great and 
eflential objedl the religion of the State — 
But whatever be the regulations refpefting 
the negroes in the colonies, I much fear 
they will have little efFeft, unlefs it be made 
the duty of fome perfbn unconnefted with 
the Iflands to f?e them duly obferved. The 
negroes cannot know what the regulations 
are, nor whether they have the benefit of 
them, and if they did know them, to whom 

are 
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are they to complain, or by whom fendf 
their complaints of not enjoying them ? an 
Intendant or Superintendant of the negroes 
ought, therefore, to be appointed in every 
Ifland, with authority and inftrudions to vifit 
the plantations, and report his cAfervations 
to the Governor, and if neceffary prafecute 
delinquencies. Thefe ideas, Sir, I have judged 
it proper to fubmit to your confideration be- 
fore you refume the chair of the committee^ 
you have given notice you propofe to re- 
new, after the holydays^ and as they are the 
refult of much experience and intimate ac- 
quaintance with the whole of the fubjeft, 
and are fuggefted by one whole endeavours 
have long been exerted for the advantage of 
that unhappy race of men, wbcrfe caufe you 
have lately pleaded with fo much eloquence 
and purfued with fo much ability and unre- 
mitted attention, he trufts you will receive 
them as the contribution of a fellow labou- 
rer, and as a tcftinaony of the refpe£t and 
^fteenri with which he has the honour to be, 

SIR, 

Your moft obedient, 

and faithful humble Servant, 

W. K. 



